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mulgated at Durham. Possibly the records have been lost
or have not yet come to light.1 At any rate after 1250
general chapters were held with great regularity, in 1253,
1256, 1259, 1262 or 1263, 12665 and 1269 or 1270.
In the southern province chapters appear to have been
held more frequently though with varying regularity. The
first chapter met in 1218 or 1219 at Oxford under the
presidency of the Cistercian abbots of Wardon and Thame
and the Benedictine abbots of St. Alban's and Bury St.
Edmunds, The next chapter was held in 1219, anc* there
are records of others in 1224 or 1225, in 1225, 1228, 1237,
1238 convoked by the Legate Otto, 1240, 1246 prorogued
till 1247, 1249, 12505 12525 1253 (two), 1255, 125651265,
1269,* and 1271 (two). At most of the meetings statutes
were drawn up, and in 1249 at a chapter at Bermondsey an
attempt was made to codify those of the southern province.
Although the meetings were thus assiduously held the
attendance frequently appears to have been very poor,
which must greatly have impaired the efficacy and authority
of the chapters. All heads of houses, abbots or priors, and
there were about sixty in the province of Canterbury, were
bound to attend unless they had a very good excuse, yet
as early as 1225 only fifteen abbots were present. As a
result there were constant prorogations, as in 124651249,
" - 1252, and 12565 when the meetings had to be postponed
^ till a later date.
In the case of the Augustinian canons at the first two
chapters held in 1217, as ^e result of a special mandate
from Innocent IIIj and in 1218 or 1219 the houses of both
provinces met together; the date of their separation, which
is a little uncertain, was probably 1223 following a licence
from the Pope.3 Chapters in the southern province met
in 1231, 1234, and 1237, but otherwise there are no
records for the reign of Henry III. From references in
the chronicles it appears that a chapter was held shortly
before I22834 another in 12495* anc^ a third in 1258 ;6 but
1 Pantin, Chapters, i. 217 seqq.
a This chapter is omitted in the list of Mr. Pantin, but is given by Dom
Berliere quoting from D. Clement Reyner, Apostolatus Benedictinorum in Anglia.
3	See Col. Papal Letters, i. 92, 5 KaL July 1223.
4	Ann. Mm. (Dunstable) iiL 112.       s Ibid., p. 179.       6 Ibid., p. 211.

